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Call for Papers: Arab Art and the Geography of Post-imperialism 

The Barjeel Art Foundation is pleased to announce a call for authors to submit papers as 
short chapters (3,000 to 5,000 words) for an art history book titled Arab Art and the 
Geography of Post-imperialism. This book will examine the social role and function of Arab 
artists of the late twentieth century and leading into the twenty-first century. Questions to be 
considered are: How did artists situate themselves as intellectuals in relation to their society, 
the state, and the environment?  To what extent do artists extend or critique postcolonial and 
postmodernist theories or the persistence of Orientalism and imperialism in developing their 
own practices and theories of art? 

The representative artists to be included in this book are listed below. The editors may 
consider a select number of proposals on other artists whose art and careers merit 
discourse.  Authors are encouraged to select from the list and are invited to submit essays 
on the social context of their work. Essays that compare the theory and practice of Arab art 
as a part of the Global South are encouraged. Emphasis on how and why contemporary 
artists have responded to the multiple crises in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, the Gulf, Oman, 
Yemen, Libya, the Maghrib, Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, and most recently Gaza is encouraged.  

This call for papers invites authors to submit an abstract proposal in English of 100 to 250 
words by March 15, 2024.  Upon review of the abstract proposal, the Barjeel Art Foundation 
will invite the author to submit a draft of the paper or chapter between 3,000 and 5,000 
words in English, due by December 15, 2025. Submittals of the abstract and final drafts of 
papers may be sent to the co-editors, Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi and Patrick M. Kane, at 
submissions@barjeel.com .  Authors with accepted papers will receive a grant of $3,000.  
For more information on the Barjeel Art Foundation, please see the website 
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/ .  

  Artist  Biographical / Country  
1  Myriam Ben  (also known as, Marylise Benheim)  b. Algeria (1928-2001)  
2  El Moctar Sidi Mohamed “Mokhis” Mauritania 
3  Djamila bent Mohamed  b. Algeria (b. 1933-2023)  
4 Mounira Mously   b. Saudi Arabia (1954-2019)  
5 Fatma Arargi  b. Egypt (1931 - 2023)  
6 Maisoon Jazairi (Maysoun Jazairi)  b. Syria  
7 Ib Benoh  Libya  
8  Yousef Fetis  Libya  
9  Najla al Fituri  (Najla Shawket Fitouri)  Libya (b. 1968)  

10 Asmahan Ahmed El Ferjani  b. 1948 Libya (Benghazi)  
11
  

Arwa Abouon  Libyan-Canadian (b. 1982-2020)  

12 Fatma Lootah  United Arab Emirates  
13
  

Mona Al Khaja United Arab Emirates (b. 1958)  

14 Jasim Al Zaini  b. Qatar 1943-2012  
15
  

Nawal Hamad Al Mannai  b. Qatar  

16
  

Nasser Al Yousif   Bahrain  

17
  

Abdulla Al Muharraqi  Bahrain  

18
  

Wafika Sultan Al-Essa   Bahrain (b. 1952)  
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19 Nuha Al Radi  Iraq (1941-2004)  
20
  

Wijdan Al Majed  Iraq  

21
  

Hana Malallah  Iraq  

22
  

Safia Farhat  Tunisia  

23
  

Meriam Meziane  Morocco  

24 Latifa Toujani  Morocco  
25
  

Hakim Al Akel  b. Yemen  

26 Amna Al Nasiri  b. Yemen  
27
  

 Nadira Mahmoud  Oman (b. 1959)  

28
  

Ezz El-Din Naguib  Egypt (1940-2023)  

29
  

Mariam Abdel Aleem  Egypt  

30 Zahran Salama Egypt (1939-2012) 

31
  

Heba Zagout  Palestine (1984 - 2023)  

31
  

Malak Matar  Palestine (b. 1999)  

32
  

Tamam Al Akhal  Palestine (b. 1935)  

33
  

Faten Toubasi  Palestine  

34
  

Laila Shawa  Palestine (1940-2022)  

35
  

Nayla El Tayeb Taha  Sudan  

36 Amal Abdenour Palestine / Egypt (1931-2022) 
37 Youssef Abdelke Syria 
38 Najah Al Bukai Syria (b. 1970) 
39 Jasim Al-Zubaidi Iraq 
40 Haytham Fathallah Aziza Iraq 
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